COWBOY
Bermudagrass
Cowboy Bermudagrass was developed out of a breeding program that began in 2002.  166 half-sib families of seeded bermudagrass were planted in a joint project between the Texas Agricultural Experiment Station at Overton Texas and Seeds West, Inc.  These 166 were compared to Coastal and Tifton 85 bermudagrass.  Over a 3 year period these were paired down to 14 entries that were as productive as Tifton 85.

Potential seeded varieties were developed in Arizona by combining the most desirable traits.  Stock seed was developed by planting several entries in a single field and then harvesting this field of parent seed.  This was repeated to develop a clone that consists of several of these original entries.  Out of this program SWI-810 (Cheyenne II) and SWI-814 (Cowboy) were developed.


(Overton, Texas) 
(Starkville, Mississippi)


Variety
2007
2008
Average  
2007
2008 
Average
	Tifton 85
	13,933
	11,716
	12,824
	
	18,950
	15,956
	17,453

	Coastal
	  8,725
	  9,236
	  8,980
	
	  9,419
	11,334
	10,376

	Cowboy
	  6,847
	  7,014
	  6,930
	
	  9,603
	10,991
	10,297

	Cheyenne II
	  8,051
	  7,146
	  7,598
	
	  8,447
	10,224
	  9,335

	Giant
	  5,743
	  5,285
	  5,514
	
	10,611
	  9,749
	10,180

	Common
	  7,374
	  5,343
	  6,358
	
	  5,546
	  6,049
	  5,797



(Tifton, Georgia)

Variety
2007
2008
Average  

	Tifton 85
	27,506
	25,460
	26,483

	Coastal
	14,382
	11,401
	12,891

	Cowboy
	18,169
	14,793
	16,481

	Cheyenne II
	18,783
	14,860
	16,821

	Giant
	20,489
	17,442  
	18,965

	Common
	15,436
	15,184  
	15,310


The above data confirms the belief that Sprigged Bermudagrass such as Tifton 85 is better than seeded types but that not all are as shown by Coastal being overall equal to seeded types. 
Adaptation:   Across the southern 1/3 of the U.S.  Well suited to sandy loam soil and most well drained loam soils.

Uses:  Cowboy is excellent for hay or grazing from the spring through summer.  Due to its growth characteristics it can tolerate shorter grazing than many other forages which lends it’s self to horses.

Cowboy is a certified, stable variety that will not revert to common.  It produces top hay yields and has an excellent leaf to stem ratio leading to outstanding palatability
