SESAME
(Sesamum Indicum) 
    Like cotton and peanuts, Sesame is a tap rooted dicot that needs moisture for planting to insure proper germination; although, it requires less water for growth and seed formation.  It is a drought tolerant plant that prefers upland sights in medium textured soils that are neutral to slightly alkaline; it does not do well in areas where water stands or flooding occurs. There are no herbicides labeled for Sesame, but it will tolerate Prowl, Treflan, Fusilade, and Poast. It will not tolerate Caprol, Roundop, 2-4D, Atrizine or Paraquat. 
    Planting depth should be from one to one-half inches in 70 degree soil. Because Sesame can’t push up through a crust, don’t use press wheels or compact the ground.  Flowering usually begins in 40 to 50 days with full maturity in 110-120 days, and dries out in 140 to 160 days. Sesame seed is produced in capsules with 60 to 80 seeds per capsule. Planting dates in Central Texas are from May 15th through July 1st.  Sesame does not require as much nitrogen as other crops, but potassium and potash should be applied the same.  
      Sesame seed contains 50% oil which is highly desirable to Dove, Quail and Turkey.  Livestock and deer are not partial to Sesame so it can be used in areas where protection isn’t possible. It is not a legume and does not fix nitrogen to the soil. The root system will mirror the growth above the ground, which gives the plant its drought tolerance and long growing season.  As of date, there are no major pests.
